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ABSTRACT

A technical review of Soviet/Russian supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles is presented. The
supersonic anti-ship cruise missiles is one of the weapons for asymmetric power. The supersonic
speed of the missiles is very useful both for attacking a time critical target and for improving
target-penetration characteristics of the missile. The survivability of the missiles has also been
increased by the improved concept of operation. Supersonic cruise missiles is greatly affected by
the evolution of propulsion technology. Early supersonic cruise missiles adopt turbojet engines
and rocket motors. The use of the integrated rocket-ramjet engine reduced the size of the
supersonic missile, so today’s supersonic cruise missiles are suitable to be deployed in various

platforms. Nowadays, export versions of the missiles are actively being developed.
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Fig. 2 P-500 operation concept: mass attack.

Table 1. Soviet/Russia’s supersonic ASCMs.
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